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CUMNOR PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSE

The observations of Cumnor Parish Council.
Register No. 06/01055/FUL Officer: Mr Stuart Walker

Application Number: CUM/1079/3 Amended plans: Yes
Address of Proposal: 7 Dean Court Road, Cumnor Hill, Oxford, Oxon, OX2 9JL

Proposal: Erection of 9 apartments with associated garaging and parking. Re-submission.

EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED ON 14/07/06 TO 08/08/06
Please select the response that most accurately reflects your views on this application by ticking one box
and providing the relevant reasons where this is requested, using a separate sheet if required.

1.

Fully support for the following reasons:

2.

No objections.
3.

Do not object but request the following issues be given consideration:
4.

¥' | Object for the following reasons:

In this resubmitted application, the developer does not appear to have addressed the issues raised
as stated in the Council’s observations of 9 May 2006. This application is effectively the same
with only cosmetic changes.

The Council reiterates its comments of 9 May 2006 and considers that 6 apartments with
appropriate car parking would be more suitable and allow retention of some of the gardens as an
amenity area. The large footprint and substantial bulk is over dominant. The Council recommends
that the size of the building should be reduced and suggests that the part forming a drive-through
archway should be removed.

In the VWHDC’s own guidance on house extensions, it states that “garages are best located at the
side or rear of the house” ..... and “garages should not be too high or bulky in relation to the main
house or the character of the surrounding area.” The Parish Council’s view is that the proposed
garage block to the front of the building should be removed.

The Council also recommends that the views of the neighbours should be taken into account.

Signed by ...... T BBOcK,............................ - Dated 8 August 2006
Clerk to Cumnor Parish Council
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CUMNOR PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSE F

APPENDIX 3

The observations of Cumnor Parish Council.

Register No. 06/00364/FUL Officer: Mr Stuart Walker

Application Number: CUM/1079/2 Amended plans: No

Address of Proposal: 7 Dean Court Road, Cumnor Hill, Oxford, Oxon, OX2 9JL

Proposal: (Demolition of existing house.) Erection of 9 apartments with associated garaging
and parking.

07/04/06. EXTENSION OF TIME GRANTED UNTIL 9 MAY 2006

Please select the response that most accurately reflects your views on this application by ticking one box
and providing the relevant reasons where this is requested, using a separate sheet if required.

Fully support for the following reasons:

2.

No objections.
3.

Do not object but request the following issues be given consideration:
4,

v" | Object for the following reasons:

The Council strongly believes that the proposal for 9 x 2 bedroom apartments with parking for 18
vehicles increasing the floor space from 295 sq m to 843 sq m is overdevelopment of the site and
out of keeping with the surrounding area.

The Council is concerned that the original two-storey house will become a three-storey building
with the apartments in the top storey overlooking the adjacent properties with an inevitable loss of
privacy for neighbouring properties, particularly No. 3 Dean Court Road.

The proposal for 9 apartments represents 46 dwellings per hectare - above the level set by the
VWHDC. The Council recommends that the height, footprint and density be reduced to 30 to the
hectare ie 6 apartments with appropriate parking facilities and retention of some of the gardens as
an amenity area would be more suitable for this particular sylvan area.




Fl“he Council is concerned that if this application were to be approved, it would set a precedent and
this and the density are particularly relevant in terms of the total number of new dwellings in
Cumnor Parish in the light of the recent Inspector’s Report releasing 150 dwellings south of the
A420 (and the proposal for 130 dwellings at Lime Road in North Hmksey parish) together with
the 180190 dwellings for the Timbmet site.

Both the front and back gardens will disappear in the proposal. Some mature trees will be felled
and the construction work is likely to terminally affect the tree root systems of others. The earth
could be further eroded and the Council recommends that a civil engineering survey be carried out
regarding developments on the steep slopes off Cumnor Hill.

There is also concern about the danger to wildlife in the area.

Access to the site is from Dean Court Road, with mature trees either side of the exit. A number of
pedestrians, particularly students from Matthew Arnold School, use this road leading to a footpath
and care needs to be taken to provide adequate vision splays exiting onto Dean Court Road.

Although there have been extensive remedial works by Thames Water to the sewage system in
West Way, Botley, the Council remains concerned about the impact on the drainage and sewage
system by the additional total dwellings in Cumnor parish and run-off of surface water where
prev1ous1y green areas are to be concreted over. This is likely to have a cumulative effect on areas
in the Dean Court ward.

The Council recommends that the views of the neighbours should be taken into account.

Signedby ..... T BBOCK,............ccccvvinininii. ~ Dated ... 9 May 2006
Clerk to Cumnor Parish Council
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VALE OF WHITE HORSE |
DISTRICT COUNCIL 8 August 2006
REED 0 9 AUG 7006 Your ref CUM/1079/3
For the attention of Alison Blyth! cORPORATE POSTAL
SERVICES -3
Deputy Director (Planning & Community Strategy)
The Vale of White Horse District Council
PO Box 127
The Abbey House
ABINGDON 0X14 3JN email and post
Dear Sir

re:  Erection of 9 apartments with associated garaging and parking
(amended design)
7 Dean Court Road, Cumnor Hill

Thank you for the drawings of this project received on 28 July which was
discussed at the Architects Panel meeting on 2 August and on which you have
requested design comments. -

This is a scheme where the architects have responded constructively to our
concerns. Though not radically altered from the initial concept I believe the
changes have been significant and in my judgement there would now be no
justification for a design-based refusal in all the circumstances of the application
site.

One aspect of the drawings which I found a little unconvincing was the size and
positioning of the various rooflights now proposed. A not unimportant detail of
the design and if permission is being granted — which so far as design is concerned
I think it should be — you might consider a condition requiring fuller details of the
size of these and their positions.

The drawings are returned with the postal copy of this letter.

McCOY ASSOCIATES

€ncs

This letter refers to drawings 1411/10 rev E, /12 rev D, /13 rev E, /14 rev E,
/15 rev D, sketch of proposal, and location plan

Denis F McCoy DiplArch(Oxford) ARIBA FRTPI FRi
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